CHAR XXL

The vast improvements made in the English silk
manufacture^ which exceeds that of the French.
The foppish humour peculiar to the English, of
unjustly preferring foreign manufactures to our
own. A gross trading fraud among the mercers
on this occasion discovered and exploded.

As we have in this work frequently referred our-
selves to the mercer's trade, for such general in-
structions and examples as we find necessary to be
given to the tradesman, for whose use we undertook
this work, so we shall address a chapter entirely to
them, which may not be unworthy of their attention,
or that of the public, as the subject relates to a
practice in which they are both very materially
concerned ; and as it will afford us at the same
time the pleasure of observing the great improve-
ment we have made in the silken manufactures of
this kingdom, which is a point that, for the honour
and profit thereof, will be found proper to be known,
and insisted on, when our ladies and others are so
infatuated as to prefer foreign manufactures to our
own, which, to be sure, they would not do if it was
generally known that we can and do exceed those
to whom they unjustly give a preference.

We must observe, then, that the silk manufacture
of England is increased and improved to a wonder-
ful degree; so that now we make at home, all the
fine broad-silks, velvets, brocades, damasks, &c.,
which formerly came from Italy and France; and
above twelve hundred thousand pounds a year,